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NIFLSON TELEVISION INDEX TOP 50 PROGRAMS

Pro, Telecast Date
gram
0 PP Feb. 28, 1983
MeAxSxH Spt:.cla] .............................. o Feb 2 ok
Boo B il L Jan. 30, 1977
vl S | | R

Jan. 24, 1982

Super Bowl XV1 Game.. 0 1983

Super Bowl XVII Game .

Ian. 26, 1986
KX GAME . oovvarenennranoens .

?31131:?:\3]3?31”"[11& Wind—Pt. 1 (Big Event—Pt. 1} Nov. ;.3', 1[3;2
Gone With The Wind—Pt. 2 (NBC Mon. Mov) . .. ir;v. 15, e
Super Bowl XII Gae. . ...oouvrnnneemmmreeeees ]an' 21, Tore
Super Bowl XITL Game .. ...o.cuvmarreorrsereetees? Ja“. 15, Pk
Bob Hope Christmas Show.. oo 3 1984
Super Bowl XVIII Game ... Ly 30 1983
Super Bowl XIX Game. .. ]an-. 20,‘ loaa
Super Bowl XIV Game....... . 1583

ABC Theater (The Day After) .
Roots Pi. VI........ovvvnr
The Fugitive......

Jan. 28, 1977
Aug. 29, 1967

Jan. 25, 1987

Super Towl XXI - Jan. 27, 1977
R a1 Feb. 9, 1964
Bob Hope Christmas Show. .}:ﬁ ézst, 12;-11
T LT ¢ | P R AR . 25,

Super Bowl XI.. _}:: ‘,2’,5 l?;gl
Super Bowl XV... Jan. 16’ o7
Super Bowlll vI.. ]an‘. 24., Tors
Roots Pr. I ....

Beverly Hillbillies };l: 2’6 191837
Roots Pt. IV... Fel';. lé, ot
Ed Sullivan, ..... Ao
Super Bowl XXIII.. A ity
Acadermy Awards. .. Ml;r. 2,9 Toa3
Thorn Birds Pt I . .oooeevnieimee s Mo EART
Thorn Birds Pt IV ..o eeenairrrr s Ma i g
CRS NFC Championship Game Jan. 15. e
Beverly Hilibilties . .. - Jan. 14. 19
Super Bowl VIE.. .. Ma.r 28: A
Thomn Birds Pt. Il T b " s
Super Bowl IX... Fcb' 2.6‘ ot
Beverly Hillbillies Fe. 28 e
Super Bowl X ..... - ND‘.J ”, Sl
Airport (Movie Special) ...... Octv ] .1972
Love Story (Sun, Night Mov.) . Fcbv 2.2 oS
Cindorella, ... vecovenssser va. 29’. o

Roots Pt.” VIL.

Beverly HillBllies . . oonvonnvrsrcursmenmmrenemres 1;/::;: 2.5.1;2464
Beverly Hillbillies ....... JanIZ'I’ ool
Super Bowl XXV Game . Jan 29, o
Beverly Hillbillies ......... - ]m. 31. loss
Super Bowl XXII Game .. e .t 9' toe1
Miss America Pageant . - x:) A

Beverly HIlDIliies . conoonvrnreeimmmmer e L,

excluded.
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1991
based on Reports—Jan. 30, 1960 through .'l_anuary I, 91,
red or joint]r::{‘work telecasts are reflected in the above listing

Network  (Minutes)

CBS
CBS
ABC
CBS
NBC
NBC
NBC
NBC
CBS
NBC
NBC
CBS
ABC
CBS
ABC
ABC
ABC
CBS
_ ABC
CBS
NEC
ABC
NBC
NBC
CBS
ABC
CBS
ABC
CBS
NBC
ABC
ABC
ABC
CBS
CBS
NBC
ABC
NBC
CBS
CBS
ARC
ABC
CBS
ABC
CBS
CBS
ABC
CBS
ARC
CBS
CBS

Duration

150
60
115
213
204
231
179
119
218
230
0
213
218

30
30
208
30
229
150
30

Average Average
Audi P
(%) Share  (000)
60.2 77 50,150
53.3 16 41 470
51.) 71 36,380
49.1 73 40,020
48.6 69 40,480
48.3 70 41,490
7.7 65 33,960
47.4 &4 33,750
47.2 67 34,410
47.1 4 35,090
45,6 64 27,260
46.4 Ti 38,800
46.4 63 39,30
46.3 67 35,330
45,0 62 38,550
45.9 66 32,680
459 72 25,700
45.8 66 40,030
45.7 " 32,540
45.3 60 23,240
45,6 61 27,050
44.8 68 31,900
44.4 73 31,610
4.4 63 34,540
44.2 4 27,450
44.1 62 31,400
4.0 65 22,570
43.8 66 31,190
43.8 50 22,445
43.5 68 39,320
43.4 78 25,390
43.2 62 35,990
43,1 62 35,900
429 62 34,960
42.8 62 24,960
429 72 27,670
42.5 59 35,400
42.4 72 29,040
42.4 60 21,750
42.3 3 29,440
42.3 63 28,00C
42.3 62 27,410
4.3 59 22,250
42.3 65 30,120
42.2 59 21,650
42.0 61 21,530
41.9 63 39,010
41.9 62 21,49
41.9 173 37,120
41.8 75 19,600
41.8 59 21,440

Abaove data represent sponsored programs, tele(;ast on
s. Programs under 30 minutes scheduled duration are

NIELSEN RATINGS: TOP PROGRAMS OF 1990-91

PRIME TIME SERIES
9/17/90-4/14/91

1 Cheers ....o..ooiiniiiiii i
2 60 Minutes .
3 Roseanne .......
4 A Different World
5 The Cosby Show ...........
6 NFL Monday Night Football ......
7 America’s Funniest Home Videos ..
8 Muphy Brown ...........
9 America’s Furniest People ..
9 Designing Women ........
9 Empty Nest .......
12 The Golden Girls
13 Whurder, She Wrote
14 Unsolved Mysteries .
15 Full House
16 Famify Matters
17 Coack .......
17 Matlock ..........
19 In the Heat of the Night
20 Major Dad ........
21 CBS Sunday Movie .
21 Doogie Howser, M.D. .
21 LA Law ........
21 Who's the Boss? .
25 Grand

27 Growing Pains
28 The Wonder Years .
29 Rescue 911
30 Baby Talk ....
30 Davis Rules .
32 NBC Monday Night Mov
32 Northern Exposure ......
34 The Simpsons .....
35 Kunois Landing ..
35 20120 ...
37 Perfect Strangers . ...
38 ABC Sunday Night Movie
39 Fresh Prince of Bel Air .
40 Carol & Company .....
40 NBC Sunday Night Movie .
42 CBS Tuesday Movie,
43 Married People ...
44 Anything But Love ...
44 Jake and the Fatman ..
46 Seinfeld ............
47 Wings ...l
48 ABC Monday Night Movie
49  Evening Shade ..
49 Law and Order ..........
51 Married . . . With Children .
32 Hunmter ...................
52 MacGyver ..
54 Coing Places
55 Blossom
35 Dear John ..
55 Night Court . ..
5% Ferris Bueller ...........
66 The Trials of Rosie O'Neill
61 Dallas .................
62 thirtysomething . .
63 CBS Friday Movie . ..
64  American Dreamer ...
64 The Facelli Boys ..
64 In Living Color ..
67 Amen .................
68  Father Dowling Mysterics |
69 Top of the Heap
) Down Home ......
7 Prime Time Live ....
72 Over My Dead Body .
73 Guns of Paradise ...
74 48 Hours .........
74 Working It Out
76 Antagonists ..
76 Uncle Buck ..
78 The Flash ...
78  Gabricl’s Fire .
78 Quantum Leap .
78 Top Cops

Rating/
Share

21.6/34
20.5/34
18.2/28
17.9/29
17.4/28
17.2/30
17.0/26
16.9/26
16,725
16.7/26
16.7/30
16.6/29
16.4/25
16,2/26
16,028
15.8727
15524
15.524
15.2124
14.9/23
14.8/24
14.8723
14.8/26
14,8724
14.6/24
14.4/22
14.3123
14.2/23
14.1722
14.0125
14.0122
13.9722
13.922
137722
13.6/24
13.6/24
13.5/23
13.4/22
3.1
13.0/24
13.0/21
12,521
12,720
12.6/20
12.6/20
12.5/20
12,4121
12.2/19
12,1720
12.1/20
11.8/18
11721
11719
11.5120
11417
11417
11.4/17
11.217
11.1419
10.8/19
10.6/18
10.5/20
10.3120
10.3/17
10.3/16
10.2/19
10.1/26
10,0716
9.9/18
9,717
9.6/17
9.5/16
9,315
9,315
9.2116
9.2116
9.014
9.0114
9.0114
9.0114

82 Equal Justice ....................
82 WIOU ...........
84 ABC Saturday Night Movie
85 Bagdad Cafe ............
85 Good Sparts ..
85 Life Goes On .....
85 The Young Riders
89 Parenthood .........
90 Sons & Daughters .
91 Eddic Dodd .........
92 CBS Saturday Movie .
93 Getalife ........
94 Midnight Caller .
95  Dark Shadows ..
95  Daoctor, Doctor .
95 Exposé ................
95 Real Life with Jane Pauley
99 Babes ....u....iie....
100 Broken Badges
100 Twin Peaks ......
102 Black Jack Savage
102 Hogan Family ....
104 Shannon’s Deal .
164 You Take the Kids .
106 Good Grief ......
107 China Beach ...
108 Family Man
109 Cop Rock ...
109 Lifestories .........
109 Super Bloopers & Jokes ...
112 America’s Most Wanted .
112 Wise Guy .........
114 Cops 2'..........
{15 E.A.R.TH. Force
115 Lenny ..............
115 Parker Lewis Can't Lose ..
118 Beverly Hills, 90210 .
119 Hull High .........
120 Under Cover .
121 Cops ...............
122 Fox Night at the Movies
122 True Colors ........
124  Totally Hidden Video
125 Sunday Best .......
126 Comic Strip Live .
127 DEA ...........
127 Haywire ...
127 Yearbook ....
130 Glory Days
131 Against The Law .
131 21 himp Swreer ...
133 American Chronicles
134 Alien Nation ,......

SPECIALS
H17/90-7/21/91

1 Academy Awards .......................
2 Super Bowl XXV —Post Game 1 ,
3 Very Best of Ed Sullivan ........
4 American Music Awards .
5 Blossom Preview
6 Grammy Awards ................,
7 Who's the Boss Special ..
§ Barbara Wallers Special ..
¢ Barbara Walters Special ....
10 ABC News Speciali Line/San
11 Bob Hope: Saudi Arabia ...

THEATRICAL MOVIES
/18/89-6/10/90
1 Three Men and a Baby (11/4/90)
2 Winess (L/13/91) ...........
3 Shoot to Kill ([/7/98} .....
4 Field of Dreams (9/18/90) ..
5 Field of Dreams (4/7/91) .................
6 Crocedile Dundee (11/21/50)
7 Lethal Weapor {¥1191) .................
8 Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom
/171913

Rating/
Share
8.9%16
8.9/16
8.8/16
8715
8.7115
8.7/15
8.7/16
8.5/16
8.4/15
8.3/15
8.2/15
81442
8.0/15
7.9/14
7.9/13
7.9712
7.9712
7.4/12
7.3/13
7.3113
7.1113
7.1413

T7.0/14

7.0/13

6.8/10

6.712

6.6/13

6.5/12

6.5/10

6.5¢11

6.3/11

6.3/11

6.2/11

6.1/11

6.1/11

6.1/10

6.0/10

5.9/10

5.7710

5.6/10

5.419

©5.419

5.6

5.0/8

4.7/8

4,147

4.1/8

3.7

3.6/6

3.346

3.3/5

3.1/6

2,74

28.4/48
25.7/39
21.3/33
20.4/31
20.1/30
18.8/31
18.6/2%
18.5/31
18.4/32
18.1/27
18.1/31

19.9/31
16.6/25
16.4/26
16.4/26
16.2/26
16.1/27
15.7/26

15.6/25
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“Designing Women,” all gaining ratings.
There was less audience interest in the
new shows with only ABC’s “America’s
Funniest People™ showing up in the top ten
for the year. Basically an unimaginative
spin-off of the popular “America’s Funniest
Home Videos™ its success was proof that
audiences were not as eager for innovative
television as the networks had hoped.
Within a year’s time the eagerly hyped, off
beat “Twin Peaks™ had steadily fallen down
the ratings list and was cancelled. Other
experimental programs like the medical
docu-drama “Lifestories” (NBC) and John

. Wherechouse Entertainment ........cccoomrimer
Vidoograph .. coros T e Whie Produston Avchives, . ..o e
Videoplan, NG, «..vveereersnnnrmsnnmssennsts 2:: \wv::g’;\il:l.l:op.r;a.s.- ....................................................... 569 | here was a singular lack Qf enthus%- Sayles’ detective series “Shanmon’s Deal”
Videosmith INC. .....cocxmsrert2 2 00 pan iidarness VIHEO L.i..iiieeenninnineninee 669 ‘: I asm for the 1990—1 network televi- (NBC) never found audiences. Likewise,
Videotakes, INC. .....o.vererre 2T g illiams, Wade, Prods ... .eeeennieninsennees 670 sion season as both NBC and CBS  the two musical dramas, NBC’s youth-ori-
:'13:::';:, OSSR Wiison's Video T gg; saw a substantial drop in average ratings for  ented “Hull High” and ABC’s police series
Viewer's Choice "‘x'." dT;Z":,Tdto O 670 ] the year. NBC, though still in first place for  “Cop Rock,” were both yanked from the
Vision Cable CommuNicalions ... ccorcesnses :g‘; w;:hing Well Distributing Co. «..vvmvmenren-es 670 the fourth season in a row, fell to a 12.7 line-up by Christinas, having met with al-
::s!on g::g: Ltd 668 WHUThOmES Prods. «....ocovessseeramsamsee jg: : average in 1990-1 from 14.6 during the most complete public apathy.
ko VIGEO. +veneereeoseasensensmsassasseses 668  WitvThomas/Harrls Prods. .....c..coeeereesstr o 198990 season. ABC’s average for 19901 When it came time to renew programs for
Vistar International Productions -..»-:«:+-*- 08 ‘V\:'g::tizrgg:lmumcatmns ....... 569 was 12.5, down from 12.9 during 1989-90. the 1991-92 season the networks gave the
WOMEN [N FilM «ceuveimraarmiasasnsenmnees 559 CBS, while still in third place, was the only  okay to a handful of series without much
SRS Women in Show BUSINESS ........co0eerr: o 2?3 network to actually increase its average, up  excitement. Returning for NBC were the
i w mz::l: lmr: ;ﬂ Z‘ﬂf"’]‘n'éfc.' 670 5 to 12.3 for 19901, compared to 12.2 the black sitcom “Fresh Prince of Bel Air” and
Wooden Boat Publications, NG, «..veurevesssee 670 year before. Network television continuedto  the New York-based cop drama “Law &
WEA, COTP. +rneeurensrnsesmannnnsmsnnisesess 668 world Class Labs, Lid. .oooveerrmracrrsees 670 lose viewers to cable and cassettes, causing  Order.” Mid-season replacements “Real
WANETY . ooemnrnesnesesetner oot :gg Word Maﬂ.‘etl' Tzelrg?:;'s"’m ____________ 574 : an unhealthy decline in the number of adver- Life With Jane Pauley,” “Seinfeld,” and
R Eccation 1o I ees g:::tsl:::eingn COURtries. ovvrrveereesessens o7 | tisers willing to buy ad time for the upcom-  “Sisters” performed well enough to be
WTBS (Turner) e 538  Worldvision ENterprises ........ooercorennsss 451 ing season. _ . given a second chance. In addition to
WW ENtertalfment «.....oreereueesesssrseses 450  woridvision Home Video, Inc. ...o.vear-mneee 2:‘;2 Established shows continued to dominate  “America’s Funniest People” ABC brought
O oradustions, o ovrseererier 9 Worldwide Tape Distbulors -1+ 800 the Niclson ratings charts. NBC's “Cheers”  back the troubled and critically derided si-
‘V;:f:;n'zz%i"s Prod_‘_"_’flf’_nf’_ T ea m’,:h:v Carter ENMETPIISES « «vvxsressercnssrers 451 : ranked as the number one show of the year, com “Baby Talk,” as well as a revamped,
Walz, Ken, Pro;i.u'c'tions ING. .ovcnrnrnranners- 668  wyiters Guild of AMEriCa ... covar varrnrens 559 in its ninth season on the air, with a 21.6 thter version of the James Earl Jones
Warner Bros. Intl. Television ......o.oemeroenns 451 AWAIAS ov.vorarrarsrnnmarannranmnrasnmerns 29A ratin@@nd a 34 share. CBS’s 23 year old “60 drama “Gabriel’s Fire,” re-dubbed “Pros &
Warner Bros. Te""iSI"“I "t'.";;s """"""" 429’ 2";3 Minutes” came in second place with a 20.5  Cons.” The most unique ABC series to find
m::ﬁ: 52':.',1 (\:a"i)c:“:a:"mm“o ...... 668 rating and a 34 share. Third was ABC’s an audience was mid-season’s ““Dinosaurs”
Wax Works/Video Works National Dist. .......- 669 “Roseanne” with a 18.2 rating and a 28 a sitcom from the late Jim Henson’s com-
Weather Channel ........ocorcorremoreroretes zg? share in its third year on the network, Onthe  pany featuring elaborate dinosaur costumes
Webb's, Ric, Video Gty .....conrrarenemmrees ggy  Xenon Entertainment ..............cocconeers down side both “Cheers” and “Roseanne” and puppetry. On CBS Burt Reynolds® sit-
Wegman's Food Markets, InG. ..o.oo-coneese o Xerox Informatlon Resources Group . . o ; . S
Weiss Global ENErprises .......eooe--r 451, 669 , showed a decrease in ratings from the pre- com “Evening Shade” and Sharon Gless
West Coast Video ENterprises .........oae-is 681 vious season. “60 Minutes” however, had courtroom drama “The Trials of Rosie
West Glen COmmUNICALIONS ... cvvvrerrerteres g:g risen by 5%. CBS had the best luck when it Q’Neill” made it through the year and found
mzz:::’:c':';‘::ﬁ'ig::;::' e came to increasing viewers for its older themselves on the fall 1991 schedule along
Western Film & VIdeo, INC. «..ovrarrmrsmeeses 669 S series, with “Family Matters,” “Murphy with the network’s most surprising mid-
Western P"bESh;ngdfo" :n: """"""""""" g:: ;S:ltlt:“"éllles:::::i;:‘s. Corp ............ Brown,” “Major Dad,” “Rescue 911,” and  season success, “Northern Exposure.” Fol-
Weston Woods Studlos, INC. ....oararorarrene I

lowing a trial run during the summer of
1990 the somewhat quirky hour-long com-
edy returned to the line-up in the spring and
began to build an audience.

The new shows for the fall 1991 season
heavily emphasized safe comedy formats
with very few straight dramatic offerings.
There was also a concentrated effort to
bring back some old favorites from past TV
hits. These included James Garner (“Man
of the People™), Mark Harmon {“Reason-
able Doubts™), Carol Burnett (“The Carol
Burnett Show;” the first attempt at a variety
series in years). Redd Foxx (“The Royal




Family”), Pernell Roberts (“FBL: The Un-
told Stories™), Robert Guillaume (“Pacific
Station™), and Suzanne Somers & Patrick
Duffy (“Step By Step”).

During 19901 Fox Broadcasting did not
quite pose a threat to the networks as it had
promised at the start of the season. Its at-
tempt to challenge NBC’s smash “The
Cosby Show” by moving its highly rated
animated series “The Simpsons” into the
same time slot was self-defeating.
“Cosby,” while no longer the number one
show, still came in at number five for the

~~-year with a 17.4 rating and a 28 share. “The

Simpsons” ended up in the number 34 spot
with a 13.7 rating and a 22 share. To give its
new season a boost Fox came up with the
idea of starting its “fall season” ahead of
everyone else, debuting new scasons of
“Beverly Hills, 90210 in July and “Parker
Lewis Can’t Lose” in August. In some
cases “00210” managed to win its time
period against reruns ot CBS and ABC,
although it was still no competition to
NBC’s “Cheers.” Fox’s durable sitcom
“Married . . . With Children” did manage
to swamp the competition with its Sept. 8th
season premiere, coming in second place for
the week and giving Fox their highest rating
in its six year history.
« Tn an unusual move network and cable
joined forces to share some TV series. The
summer replacement sitcom “Hi Honey,
I'm Home” aired on ABC on Fridays, fol-
lowed by repeat showings on Nickelodeon
only two nights later. The CBS dramatic
series “Silk Stalkings” played on the Jate
night Wednesday schedule with reruns the
following Sunday on USA. Most cable oper-
ators condemned this trial run claiming it
made their stations appear inferior and sec-
ond rate to the three networks.
+ Daytime TV game shows were fast on
their way to becoming a thing of the past.

ABC cancelled the last remaining show in
this category from its daily line-up, “The
Match Game,” as did NBC by pulling
“Wheel of Fortune” and *“Classic Concen-
tration.” This left CBS with the only two
network daytime game shows, “The Price is
Right” and “Family Feud.”

. Showtime cable network continued its un-
heralded practice of picking up theatrically
produced films to show as cable originals.
Such movies as “Paris Trout,” with Dennis
Hopper and Barbara Hershey, “Payoff” with
Keith Carradine, and “Chains of Gold”
with John Travolta, though made for theatres

" and given some European distribution, by-

passed U.S. theatres and video to make their
debuts on Showtime.
« The otherwise third place CBS won the
February 1991 ratings sweeps with a 3.4
rating, up from its 12.6 in February of 1990,
The Teason for its success was a somewhat
ironic comment on new programming, with
three retrospective specials of past CBS
hits, “The Ed Sullivan Show,” “All in the
Family,” and “The Mary Tyler Moore
Show,” bringing in sizable audiences during
that critical week. During the summer the
network dusted off 20 year oid episodes of
“A1l in the Family” as a lead-in to Norman
Leat’s newest sitcom, “Sunday Dinner.”
While “All in the Family” came up with
good ratings ““Sunday Dinner” was a quick
fiop. .
+ While ABC won the ratings over NBC and
CBS in its coverage of the war in the Persian
Gulf, the cable network CNN came out the
big winner, giving the best exclusive cover-
age of the contlict and pulling in the highest
ratings in its history.
« Combined operating profits of the Big
Three networks had plun ged 61% from 1985
to 1990. Although NBC showed operating
profits for 1990 of $249 million and ABC
$240 million, CBS showed a profit loss of
$253 million.

Statistics

Television and Station Operations

GROWTH OF COMMERCIAL TELEVISION STATIONS

1960 1965
3;-[1315 ............................... 5i5 569
............................... 440 481
UHF e 5 88
VIEWING HABITS
TELEVISION USAGE
Number of TV homes ...................
Number of color TV homes ............
Hormes with 490 0 TOre S8 .00 oo oo
Home With VCR +..vovmoee oo
Cable households ..............
Pay cable households ..........
1950
Avg, Hours per Home, per Day . .._..._.. 4 hrs. 35 min,
COLOR TELEVISION
Homes ........cooieiiiiinnininnnn 3:(? %?3[)
Per Cent of TV Homes . 0,7
Source: Niclsen Media Research
TELEVISION USAGE
Total TV Usage: 1
Per TV Home perday ...........ccoveuvviiins '1'5‘(;8
Over-the-Air vs. Cable viewing average per day {hrs./per centage):
Over-the-Air % of Total
1988: 6:07 81 53
1959: 5:54 7% 105

1990: 5:35 76 . H 1

TV USAGE PER WEEK BY CABLE STATUS OF TV HOUSEHOLDS:
Non-cable (40.0% of TV Households) - '
Basic Cable {28.9% of TV Households)
Pay Cable {31.1% of TV Households)

HOURS OF TV USAGE PER PERSON PER DAY (YEARLY AVERAGES):

Men (18+)
Women (184)
Teens (12-17)
Children  (2-11)
Source: Niclsen Media Research

Basic Cable

1970 1975
677 706
501 514
176 192

1970
5 hrs. 56 min.

1975
48,504,000
70.8

% of Total
12
15
17

1980
734
516
2i8

1989

90,400,000
87,330,000
56,590,000
58,400,000
47,770,000
26,100,000

1985
883
520
363

1990

1989 1990
1064 1186
545 569

519 617

1991 -

92,100,000 93,100,000
90,070,000 91,300,000
60,140,000 60,000,000
63,180,000 67,498,000
51,900,000 56,072,000
27,120,000 26,254,000

1989

7hrs. 1

min.

1990
90,070,000
97.8

1989
701

Pay Cable

1990
6 hrs, 55 min,

99
91,300,000
98.1

1950
6:53

% of Totat



